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“If you build it, they will come.”



Black Women’s Health









“If you build it, they will come.”





Intersectionality 

• Intersectionality is an analytic sensibility, a way of thinking about identity 
and its relationship to power.

• Intersectionality theory can guide the implementation of research methods 
that capture the lived and multifaceted experience of individuals at the 
crossroads of oppressed identities and social positions/locations

• Intersectionality can help us identify and challenge harmful and oppressive 
power structures, while deepening analyses of systemic and structural 
issues in health and the inequities they create





Flattening of Intersectionality 

•Overemphasis on research that seeks to 
understand the experiences of 
marginalized individuals rather than the 
social inequities that shape their 
experiences
Rosenthal, 2016





1. Avoid Using 
White Women as 
the Default or 
Reference Group



2. Avoid Treating Black Women as a Monolith in 
Research 



3. Avoid Funding Teams of All White 
Investigators to Study Black Women



This is relevant for all dominant and 
marginalized groups

1. Avoid Using Dominant Groups as Defaults or Reference Groups
2. Avoid Treating Marginalized Groups as Monoliths in Research
3. Avoid Funding Teams of Dominant Individuals to Study Marginalized 

Groups



Considerations for Intersectionality 
in HIV Research 

Avoid Using Dominant 
Groups as Defaults or 
Reference Groups
Avoids Homogenization 
Challenges Power Structures 
Unveils Nuanced Health Inequities 

Avoid Treating 
Marginalized Groups as 
Monoliths in Research
Reflects Social Realities
Minimizes Risk of Stereotyping
Acknowledges Privilege and Bias
Enhances Cultural Sensitivity

Avoid Funding Teams of 
Dominant Individuals to 
Study Marginalized Groups
Avoids Tokenism 
Addresses Power Imbalances
Authentic Engagement 
Promotes Ethical and Equitable 
Research  





“Intersectionality has been the banner under 
which many demands for inclusion have been 
made, but a term can do no more than those 
who use it have the power to demand.” 

 Kimberlé Crenshaw
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