
12/14/2023

1

How Long Will We Allow Intersectional Stigma (+ Invisibility)
to Beget Inaccessible Miracles 

for HIV Prevention, Treatment & Cure?

Riko A. Boone, MSW, MPH, MA
HIV Project Director - Treatment Action Group

Ph.D. Candidate
Applied Social Psychology

George Washington University

November 30, 2023

Yale University School of Public Health

Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS

AIDS Science Day

Treatment Action Group (TAG) is an independent, activist, and community-based 
research and policy think tank committed to racial, gender, and LGBTQ+ equity; social 

justice; and liberation, fighting to end HIV, tuberculosis (TB), and hepatitis C virus (HCV).

****

TAG catalyzes open collective action by affected communities, scientists, and 
policymakers to ensure that all people living with or impacted by HIV, TB, or HCV — 

especially communities of color and other marginalized communities experiencing 
inequities — receive life-saving prevention, diagnosis, treatment, care, and information.

****

We are science-based activists working to expand and accelerate vital research and 
effective community engagement with research and policy institutions for an end to the 

HIV, TB, and HCV pandemics.

1

2



12/14/2023

2

The Lancet. Nov. 28, 2023
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“ Researchers who exploit African Americans 
were the norm for much of our nation’s history …

… understanding the true extent of unethical 
medical research with African Americans [is] 
more than idle curiosity or an academic exercise: 
… 

… It [is] key to removing barriers between African 
Americans and the bounty of the American 
health-care system. ”

-- Harriet A. Washington
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“Historically, women of all racial/ethnic backgrounds, 
men of color and injection drug users have been 
underrepresented in clinical trials for HIV/AIDS drugs 
(Stone et al., 1997). Women, and men of color, are 
less likely to know about new HIV/AIDS drugs or 
to be informed that they are eligible to participate 
in clinical trials (Stone et al., 1997). 

…As protease inhibitors began to show promise in 
clinical trials, AIDS activists continued to advocate for 
expedited and expanded access to medications prior 
to approval by the Food and Drug Administration 
(Gavaghan, 1995). Yet, most of the knowledge 
about protease inhibitors has been based on 
clinical trials conducted on men.”

11

12



12/14/2023

7

• Women remain dramatically underrepresented in all HIV 
research (including HIV cure research)

• Data suggests that disparities in representation are not 
due to screening failure

• Data on race and ethnicity is under-reported, and when 
reported, diversity is suboptimal
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Unpublished data, as of November 2022. Treatment Action Group
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Source: Human Rights Campaign 

Inequities in U.S. vaccinations for mpox

Sources: Dr. Demetre Daskalakis CDC / White House Mpox Response Team; Quartz - qz.com; and POZ.com

Inequities in U.S. mpox vaccinations & deaths:
JYNNEOS vaccine doses administered, by race/ethnicity 

(though March 14, 2023)
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(2022) JAMA Network Open, 5(1), e2144967-e2144967. 

“Across all medical 
conditions studied, 
stigmatizing language 
appeared more frequently in 
notes written about non-
Hispanic Black patients.”

(2022) Health Affairs

“Compared with White patients, 
Black patients had 2.54 times the 
odds of having at least one 
negative descriptor in the history 
and physical notes. Our findings 
raise concerns about stigmatizing 
language in the EHR and its 
potential to exacerbate racial and 
ethnic health care disparities.”
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Source: Instagram: @BlackMeninPublicHealth

The PrEP in Black America Initiative 
— Key Recommendations

Energize the Black public health 
workforce to lead the HIV 
prevention response. 

Energize

Educate Black masses on the 
science and effectiveness of PrEP. Educate

Support a Federally-Funded 
National PrEP Program. Support
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1. Underrepresentation still presents key points for 
continued advocacy.

2. Meaningful and inclusive community engagement drives 
ALL aspects of research endeavors.

3. Equitable enrollment of affected communities is 
achievable when there are adequate resources and an 
established commitment to doing so.

“Ending HIV . . . will require us to lean in and learn from 
those closest to the epidemic. We need data that tells the 
whole story — research that captures the full spectrum of 
experiences and communities impacted by HIV. We have 
to make things more accessible and remove the mystery 
around people gaining access to research, resources, and 
opportunities.”

-- Dafina Ward
Executive Director, Southern AIDS Coalition
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Braidwood v. Becerra

▪ Judge Reed O’Connor:  Appointed by George W. Bush

▪ U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) was 
unconstitutional

▪ The judge ruled that because the USPSTF was 
unconstitutionally appointed any preventative care 
procedure they rated as A or B from March 23, 2010 
onward is void. 

▪ Poses a threat to a range of preventive services, 
including PrEP, cancer screenings, STIs, diabetes, etc.
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Policy Threats to HIV Prevention & Research
In 2023, the Republican-led House Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies (L-HHS) proposed $767 million in cuts and eliminations to domestic 
HIV funding:

● Eliminates funding for the Ending the HIV Epidemic Initiative within the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (-$220 million), the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program 
(-$165 million), and Community Health Centers Program (-$157 million)

● Eliminates funding for Part F of the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Programs which includes: 
○ Dental Programs (-$13.6 million)
○ AIDS Education and Training Centers (-$34.9 million)
○ Special Projects of National Significance (-$25 million)

● Eliminates funding for Minority AIDS Initiative activities within the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (-$119.3 million)

● Cuts funding for the Minority HIV/AIDS Fund by 53% (-$32 million)
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2 Can we do animation on thi page so each bullet come up 
seperately?
John Meade, 11/11/2023

2 This may be easier to set up in PowerPoint. I don't know how to 
give each individual bullet its own animation in Google Slides.
Riko Boone, 11/11/2023
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Get Involved! 

Tell Congress to #SaveHIVFunding

THANK YOU!

@TAGTeam_Tweets
@RikoAmour

Riko@treatmentactiongroup.org

RikoBoone@gwu.edu

X
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